NEW CONVERTS:

1. What might we compare new converts to?

2. If we use liken them to a plant, what are the two possible outcomes?

3. What “stages” can we expect new converts to experience (this question begins with their first visit to services).  Think about their feelings, worries, and self assuredness.

4. New converts are in for “culture shock.”  Think of this in terms of our senses:

1) Sight

2) Sound (different words).

3) Smell

4) Touch

5. Think of this in terms of changes:  Habits, thoughts, friends, practices (worship); schedule.

IN ADDITION TO ALL THIS, THERE WILL BE OTHER FORCES ACTING UPON NEW CHRISTIANS.

1) Old friends.  Examples?  Acts 8:13-23.

2) How can we help alleviate this problem?

3) Acts 2:38-47.

4) The first “bad sin.”  Example(s).

5) How can we help in this area?

6) Jas. 5:16.  Heb. 10:25.  Jas. 3:2.

7) Do not consider it “minor” if he/she considers it to be “major.”

8) Do not react with shock and horror if the matter is especially bad.

9) Rm. 8:31.  1 Cor. 10:13.  Jas. 4:7.

10) Bad influence from other Christians.

11) Example(s).  “He used the word _______.”  He didn’t ______.”

12) Mt. 23:23.

13) Often the “worst offender” is the mature Christian.

14) 1 Cor. 5:9; Rm. 16:17.

15) Harsh corrections.  

16) Gal. 6:1-2; Eph. 4:15, 32.

17) Priorities.

18) Mt. 6:33.

19) Anxieties.  “Did I make the right choice?”

20) Lk. 10:38-42.

21) Easily made sick.  Heb. 5:12-14.
WHAT WE CAN DO:

1. 6 families need to “connect” with each new convert.

2. Best to the new family to be visited at least once each week.

3. Sunday lunch, park, ball game, __________________________________

4. Stress the need to be in Bible class.

5. Don’t “unload” everything on them at once.

6. Offer to show videos.

7. Remember the first two weeks are a critical period.

8. Be prepared for their being hit with questions like these from others:

A. “Wasn’t the _________church good enough for you?”

B. “Do you think we are damed because we don’t go there?”

C. “Do you think only church of Christ people will go to heaven?”

D. “Were you unsaved when you worshipped here?”

E. “Are you going to tell your children their grandparents are going to hell?”

F. Jn. 8:50; 5:22.


 We are a deciding factor in what happens to those who are converted.
